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Auburn —

Dreams, Discovery and Design

By Jessica Kline

Priorocraris covrTesy Cayuga County Office of Tourism

cographically, Auburn is

located in the heart of one of

the most spectacular land-
scapes in the United States. Owasco
Lake at the city’s outskirts is closely
flanked on ecither side by nearly a
dozen other lakes, which make up the
Finger Lakes Region. Summer sporting
opportunities in the area include golf-
ing, boating, swimming and fishing.
Since Auburn’s resources have conrin-
ued to lure people from various origins,
every season is filled with celebrations

of Auburn’s diverse residents.

Native American Legacy

The Indians of the Troquois
Confederacy were the first recorded
peoples to occupy this bountitul region.
Later, American Revolutionary War
veterans received land grants in lieu of
cash payment, and by the early 18005,
the woodlands in and around Auburm
were transformed into productive tarms.

: i
Water resources, such as the city’s

Owasco River, ushered in the industrial

age and fueled Auburn’s prosperity.

History

Auburn is a community rich in culrure
and history. As the seat of government
for Cayuga County, social leaders,
inventors, reformers and captains of
industry alike built their impressive
residences along Auburn’s main thor-
oughfares. Visitors enjoy the hustle
and bustle of a busy town and the

beauty and artractiveness of a rural city
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surrounded by open countryside. Both
Auburn and Cayuga County recently

celebrated their bicenrennials.

Preservation

In 1996, Auburn enjoyed national pub-
licity as part of C-5PAN'S coast-to-coast
tour tracing the steps of French scholar
Alexis de Toequeville; and in 1998
Auburn proudly hosted Hillary Rodham
Clinton on her "Save America's
Treasures” campaign. Due to Auburn’s
active preservation of its historic sites,
the city has local, state and national
Hisroric Districts, and is now coined a
National White House Millennium
Community. The many civic, cultural

and historical STOUPS represent an on-

going effort ro maintain pride in
Auburn's historic past and commitment

to its bright future.
THE SEWARD HOUSE

For nearly half a century, the
Seward House was home to William
Henry Seward, New York Governor,
United States Senator and Secrerary of
State in the cabinets of Presidents
Lincoln and Johnson. In 1867, Seward
negotiated rhe purchase of Alaska from
Russia. At the rime, skeptics called it
“Seward’s Folly,” yet it has since
proved one of the United States best
investments.

The Seward House has an enviable,
intact collection ot original items used
by the Seward family. China, clothing,
family portraits and diaries all serve as
a visual diary of Seward's experiences
while based in Auburn. Visitors are led
through 17 Victorian-appointed rooms,
each arranged with original furnishings
and preserved as if the Seward family
was about to return and host one of
their famous dinner gatherings.

Seward loved to read, write letters
and collect books. His house boasts one
of the most extensive Civil War
libraries in the narion. Beyond the
l"ll)llﬁk“ Stl‘()“ []'II'ULI_‘_':h thl_' ['I'.‘\\'[\I' recon-
structed Victorian gardens, laid out uti-
lizing the diaries of Frances Seward and
her husband. The Seward House
encourages visitors to step back in time.

The Seward House has been a



Registered National Historic
Landmark since 1964.

e [ocation: 33 South Street in Auburn
e Telephone: 315-252-1283

e Website: www.sewardhouse.org

o Regular Hours:

Tuesday - Saturday 1PM - 4PM
e Summer Howrs:

Tuesday - Saturday 10AM - 4PM
Sunday 1PM - 4PM

e Winter Howrs: Closed in January

THE TIFFANY TREASURE
OF THE WORLD!

Louis Comfort Tiffany experts and
appraisers agree that the Willard
Memorial Chapel is an extremely rare
example of Tiffany’s work. Tiffany is
well known for the beautiful orna-
mental lamp and stained glass win-

dows, which have become synonymous
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nine-paneled Rose window, nine
Mooresque-styled chandeliers, a large
memorial mosaic bronze and gilt
tablet, hand-carved furnishings of oak
inlay, a ceiling with gold leaf stencils
and extensive mosaic flooring. Musical
performances are played on the
Chapel’s historic Steere-Turner tracker
Sty'c organ.

In 1990, the Community
Preservation Committee acquired the
Willard Memorial Chapel and
attached Welch Building. Efforts to
preserve and restore the Chapel com-
plex continue. It is both a treasure
and jewel, as the only complete
chapel interior known to exist featur-
ing a totally religious Louis Comfort
Tiffany design.

The Willard Memorial Chapel is
available for weddings and other cele-
brations. Surrounding gardens recently
donated by the Women’s Republican
Club ensure quality outdoor backdrops

The interior of the Willard Memorial Chapel during a musical performance.

with his name. Tiffany was also accom-
plished in many other areas of artistry
and design including painting, art
glass, mosaics, furniture, silver, jewelry,
pottery and interior design. The
Willard Memorial Chapel is an unpar-
alleled example of Tiffany’s work in
these various mediums.

The Chapel interior showcases

fourteen opalescent nave windows, a

for photographs. The Willard
Memorial Chapel is listed on the
Narional Register of Historic Places.

e [ ocation: 17 Nelson Street, Auburn
® Telephone: 315-252-0339

e Website: willardchapel@cayuganet.org

o Regular Howrs:
Tuesday - Friday 10AM - 4PM

SERVING CENTRAL NEW YORK
AND THE FINGERLAKES REGION

Residential « Commercial
Investment Properties « Vacation Homes
Specializing in Lakefront Properties
Cayuga County MLS
Onondaga County MLS Buyers Agency

315.258.9147 « Fax: 315.258.3194
E-mail: lakcountry@aol.com

www. Lakehomes-USA.com
www.Realtor.com/cayuga/lakecountry

Lake Country
Real Estate

326W. Genesee Street = Auburn, New York 13021

There’s so
much to do...[

« 5 Miles of Trails \ Ca. ;g}‘ﬁ;m
* Tree Tops o Center, Inc.

= Summer Butterfly House

= Live Animals

= Daily Naturalist Programs at 11am

and 3pm. Weekend Programs too!

Hours: Daily from June 10-Aug.31 9am-5pm

$3 (adults) = $1 (5 & up) = $2(seniors) = Free (5 & under)
1420 Taughannock Blvd., Ithaca, NY 14850

607-273-6260 » www.cayuganaturecenter.org

Be Seen!

Advertise in the
next issue of
Life in the Finger Lakes

(716) 526-7024

Deadline: Sept. 14
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® Summer Hours:

Also open Sunday 1PM - 4PM

CASE RESEARCH LAB
The Birthplace of Talking Films.

The Case Research Lab is the site
where Theodore Case and Earl
Sponable invented the first commer-
cially successful system of sound film in
1923. This invention made history as
the Movietone sound system of Fox
Films, now Twentieth Century Fox,
and Fox Case Movietone News.

In 1926, William Fox purchased the
patents from the Lab, making Fox Films
the first major motion picture studio to
record sound film. The Fox Case
Company was formed and all Fox sound
productions were given the name
Movietone with the slogan, “It Speaks
for Itself.” The inventions of the Case
Research Lab set the standards for all
sound production to this day.

The Case Research Lab, a newly
restored site located adjacent to the

Cayuga Museum, has been open to the

Exterior view of the Cayuga Museum.
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public since 1994. Exhibits in the Lab
include the working spaces of the dark-
room, chemistry lab, the first sound
camera and projector, an infrared sig-
naling system, experimental recording
equipment and a 1928 Movietone
News recorded image.

The Case Research Lab is listed on
the National Register of Historic

Places.

e [ocation: At the Cayuga Museum,
203 Genesee Street, Aubum

e Telephone: 315 253-8051

® Website: www.cayuganet.org/

cayugamuseum

® Regular Hours:
Tuesday - Sunday Noon - 5PM
e Winter Hours:

Closed in January

Group tours are available by
appointment. The Library, Lab and
offices are handicapped accessible.

The Cayuga Museum occupies the
Willard/Case mansion and estate, built

in 1836. The Museum is dedicated to
the preservation and interpretation of
the history of Auburn and Cayuga
County through changing exhibits,

lectures and special events.

AUBURN SCHINE THEATER
Preserving John Eberson’s Whimsical
Theater Design and Decor

The Auburn Schine Theater has a
proud role in the history of America's
golden age of movie exhibition. It was
part of the Schine Theater Chain, the
country’s largest independent circuit of
the era. Schine inspired noted theater
architect John Eberson to create some-
thing unrivaled and spectacular in
Auburn. Schine’s wish was granted on
September 15, 1938, when a wholly
unique outer space wonderland was
unveiled to an enthralled audience.

The decor was low and sleek,
accented with scads of chrome, making
abundant use of vivid color in running
bands and stripes. The foyer and lobby
light fixtures were fashioned into
comets. The auditorium walls have a
three-dimensional appearance, with
stars and planets sprinkled about the
deep night sky.

Star-shaped chandeliers graced
either side of the auditorium, with
double comet trails arching stylishly
from either side. The Schine Theater
Chain dissolved in 1965, and a succes-
sion of owners allowed this historic
treasure to deteriorate. By 1992, the
building stood vacant and vulnerable.

A comprehensive downtown study
concluded that the theater could be a
viable and valuable resource for the
Auburn community. In February 1998,
the Cayuga County Arts Council pur-
chased the building and FAST (Friends
of Auburn Schine Theater) was formed
as a subcommittee to guide the restora-
tion project to completion.

The master plan will preserve the
whimsical design and decor created by
Eberson in 1938. The balcony will



remain intact, a flat floor will accom-
modate weddings, receptions, trade
shows and dances. Retractable seating
will provide the “raked” pitch needed
for film and stage presentations.
Diversity of programming will ensure a
profitable future for the Auburn Schine
Theater, allowing everyone in the com-
munity to enjoy a wide variety of
events. Plays, concerts, family events,
film festivals; the possibilities for the
Auburn Schine Theater are endless.

® [ocation: 12-14 South Street, Auburn
® Telephone: 315- 252-2787

o Website: http://www.cayuganet.org/
arts/schine/index.html

® Email: mrschine@hotmail.com

The building has limited access at
this time, due to construction in
progress. Tours can be arranged for
groups or individuals by calling the
Cayuga County Arts Council Office at
315-252-2781.

THE HARRIET TUuBMAN HOME

Harriet Tubman was born a slave in
1820 near Cambridge on the eastern
shore of Maryland. Once her own
escape from slavery was behind her,
through the use of the “Underground
Railroad” Harriet made nineteen trips
south, rescuing more than three-hun-
dred slaves. Her flexible but effective
method of leading slaves out of the
South depended on an ever-shifting
series of hiding places. The secrets of
the Underground Railroad were so well
kept that, even today, not much is
known about it.

During the Civil War, Harriet ren-
dered invaluable service to the Union
Army as a spy, scout and hospital
nurse. After the war, William Seward
encouraged Harriet to settle in
Auburn, where she started a home for
aged blacks. Today, as a meeting place
for youth conferences and a cultural
enrichment center, the Harriet

Tubman Home proudly fulfills Harriet’s
dream by servicing all of her people.
The Tubman Home was included on

“I has reasoned

this out in my
mind... there was
one of two things

I had a right to-
liberty or death.”

- Harriet Tubman

the “Save America’s Treasures Tour”
and visited by First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton in 1998, and again,
with the President, in the summer of
1999. Many federal, stare and local
grants have been secured since 1999.
The Tubman Home is currently under-
going a federal feasibility study to
assess its addition into the National
Park Service.

Harriet Tubman Home has been a
registered National Historic Landmark
since 1975.

® [ocation: 180 South Street, Auburn
e Telephone: 315-252-2081

e Website: www.HarrietTubman
Home.org

® Email: hthome@localnet.com

® Regular Hours:

Tuesday - Fridayl0AM - 4PM
Saturday 10AM - 3PM

® Winter Hours:

November - January by appointment

Group tours are available by
appointment. The Library/Orientation
Room is handicapped accessible. €%
Jessica Kline is the communications spe-
cialist at the Cayuga County Office of
Tourism.

Madison Guest House

Watkins Glen, NY 14893 » (607) 535-9096
www.lightlink.com/madison
Bring Family or Friends

Spacious Living, Hotel Prices, Private Kitchen,
Dining Room, Living Room, Baths, Walk to Wine Tasting,
R N Watkins State Park, Restaurants, Shops, Pool,
\ Lakefront, Near WGI, Hiking, Biking,
A \\ Horscback Riding, Muscums
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Marine Museum
— Open Daily, Memorial Day-Sept. —
Oct.-May: Call for Hours

West |st Street Pier, Oswego, NY 13126
315-342-0480

www.hleewhitemarinemuseum.com

- of your future
- promotional needs.

{
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OVER 100
PLACES TO

A\\ SHOP

ARNOT MALL

Your place to shop-and more!
THEBON-TON, JCPENNEY,
KAUFMANN'S, SEARS

Food Court, Restaurants
10 Movie Theater Complex

MOTOR COACHES
AND

GROUP INCENTIVES
AVAILABLE

Route 17, mdt 51,
Between Elmira &
Phone (601) 739—8704

Daily 10'003111 '9:3
Sundays 11:00am - GWm

‘jL_n A CWAY
Wis

‘i &P o ANNUAL g VAT
._SEA SERPENT
BALLOON FESTIVAL
ARTS & CRAFT SHOW
July 27-29 - Village Park, Perry, NY
Hot Air Balloons Display & Rides

Balloons Sponsored By:
Wegmans Perry Rotary
Archway Bank of Castile
Wyoming County Bank
W. Glenn Sedam, Inc.

Crafts, Foods, Kids Olympic Style Games,
Henshaw Hoops, Mr. Scribbles, Clowns,

Community Yard Sales Friday - Sunday

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT:
Trilogy, Johnny Bauer & Great Escape,
Karaoke Kid, Ghost Riders, In-Jest, Collage,
Sue Hengelsherg, Gadgets the Clown & more

Saturday Night-Fireworks!!!!
A Fun Filled Family Oriented Festival!
Sponsored by: Perry Area Chamber of Commerce

Call: 716-237-5040 * www.perrychamber.com
Still accepting applications for vendors - Call Us!
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(“FLPAC" continued from page 15)

through the backstage area. The crew,
now approaching 16 hours on the job,
generally could not care less. But
tonight is different. As he passes, one
by one the crew applauds the King.
There is an interesting dynamic
between the ralent and the crew. Like
dogs and cats that have lived together
for a while, they regard each other
with genuine indifference. From the
artist’s point of view, the crew is a
parade of strange faces changing from
night to night, city to city. Many
artists insist thar only familiar faces be
in the wings when they come offstage.
It is understandable, but it can lead to
dissension with the local crew who
view the real estate around the stage as
their own. The Black Crowes cau-
tioned stagehands not to look in their
direction. As homely as they are, the

crew was happy to oblige.

11:15 pm

The work of tearing down the
show begins. Feverishly. The main dif-
ference between rthe in and the out is
the pace. As soon as the lights come
up, the myopic pursuit of everyone in
the building is to tear things down as
quickly as possible to get home. Do it
safely, do it well — bur do it quick.

As a result of this monomania,
equipment comes down at alarming
speed. It is choreographed chaos and
it is during this chaos that an accom-
plished, professional road crew can
make all the difference. If they know
what they are doing, they can tear
down a huge show in an amazingly
short time. At some of the bigger ven-
ues in Rochester, shows such as Reba
McEntire or Van Halen, which have
traveled with as many as 16 trucks,
can leave the building in under four
hours.

Throughout the night, loaders

stack and flip to return each case to

its original position in the truck. One
by one, they fill up and leave the

docks to be replaced by another.

12:45 am

With the deck clear of equipment,
the lights and speakers are lowered
toward the stage. Once everything is
out of the air, it’s a moral victory for

the crew.

2:05 am

The crew breaks apart the last of
the lighting trusses and stacks the
pieces for the trucks. The day that
began with the riggers hanging chains
ends with them lowering them to the
stage.

2:42 am

The final case comes to rest atop a
stack at the back of the fourth rruck,
and the last of the convoy that arrived
almost 24 hours ago leaves the Finger
Lakes campus in its rear view mirror.

The tired crew lines up at the
steward’s desk to receive thanks and
their T-shirt. Somewhere in the lost
history of rock and roll, the tradition
evolved of giving a T-shirt to each
member of the local crew. The good
ones state the artist’s name and the
words Local Crew. The bad are not so
understated. Most of those are used
to wash the car. Over the years, the
shirts make for an interesting timeline
of a stagehand’s career.

The hands filter out and make their
way to their cars. The steward turns
out the lights, bringing ro a close a
very long but typical day in the life...
The doors to the stage swing shut,
leaving the walls of FLPAC to start
talking about another night of magic
on its stage. &5

Duane and Linda Bombard live near
Gorham, New York.
children, two sheep, two goats, two dogs

They have two

and four cats





