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The horme owned by Jeise Kirme and her hicbamd, Girep S3unmo, uves
Jeatured om “Ohffbear America® chis year. Mot by Sen Cube

f you've ever driven down Van Anden Sereer in Auburn, you've probably

noticed o house with a mult-colored picker fence. This is the home of Jesse

Eline, a commercial and residential decormor, and her hushand, Gireg
Munno, Jesse's services include home and office makeovers, party décor, retail
window displays and commercial environments. Although she has worked on a
VHIIETY il Projecs, |h.-r|'|.|pv~ [!'ll.' ROSE @y -CGREC |||11'r: i3 hier owen house. The 4_';'-|-.'-r-
ful femce is just the beginning, Each room is decorated from floor to ceiling
with one-of-a-kind furniouee, brilliane parterns and wnusual pieces of art.

Im face, Jesse's howse is so exceptional thae it caught some national atten-
rion: In January, it was feanured in an episode of "Offbeat America,” an HGTY

progeam thar showcases unlgue and creative residences across the country.

Cirep, a writer for The Pose-
Standard, said than Jesse will oeca-
"'lilllt'l.I”'!.' bounce ideas off of Fuimy, bant
the amistic vision for styling their
hoase was completely hers. =1 must
say, | love living in this house. Every
prodect she undertakes, no matter
low ol it seems to me at first, ends

up looking fantastie,"” Gireg said.

_||"h|' eIned 1o 1esd SR o e I.:::l I|.||||.L'
om the L feet Jemce I|I|'!|II=\..'|I,|: e [Ty
Precics By Bt Coubrt

Colorful beginnings

For Jesse, living in such a cre-
ative environment is the norm. “My
parents were hippies, and when 1 was
Brivwing wp [!'ll."; WETE VETY Gpen o
wsing bright colors and patrerns all
throughout the house,” she said. "My
mother is also an artist and has many
artisric friends whose work adormed
our walls,”™

Az a child, Jesse was constantly
drawing and displaying her work on her
bedroom walls, As a reen, she was a
collector of unusual irems and quirks
furnimeme, and she developed the habi
of rearranging her room to find the per-
Iect ]"|:|q.l: FOF every I||1|:|-.:. lm u'|1|hl|.. ik
ook as many art classes as she could. A
career in intersor design seemied like
the natural choice for Jesse. “1'd been
helping friends and relativies wath their
home projeces for years. Then, a chee
Iru:n.l of mune chalbet |:|.:'|.'I.I ine B dlefime
my ultimarte career, and interior decorae-
img was my obwvious chaice. [ then real-
ized | would regree it deeply of 1 didn't

pursise i, Jesse explaimed.



A fanting coucty from MocKemnie-Cohilds sis betoar [esse’s painning patlery, while the Sving romn
features a militey-some 19305 red leather couch. Pros by Bem Gubes

The creative process

When staming a mew project, Jesse,
whio has @ master’s degroe in an history
and musevrmn spudies, doesn't like w
approach it as a science. "1 work fiest as
an areist, seoond as a decortos,” she
sabel. "1 approach projects in a way thar
focuses on the interesting abjects, The
challerge lies in how best o display
1."|'\'I.'|'|ll'|l1"|,l.: im an inviting sering.”
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thar she can fully understand what they
are trying o achieve and assess their
combort level wath change.

Che urigue object or piece of
material can give Jese the inspiration
she needs for a whole project. She also
firds thar praveling can spur a grear
many e, =ve gone to Mexico on
several cocasions, and secing all the
bright and decortive colbors they use

temrbesaly was very wsganmg toome,” she

sid “The color paleme on the east coast
tends oo be very comservative, so 1 have
o work asalnst thar every day.”

Collecting the maeraks 1o beng
hier ideas o e can ke a b of fun, and
according o Jesse, very inexpensive.
“Thrh store shopping and ginge sales
play an imporant role inomy abilicy o
b resourcefil,” she said. "Aldso, you may
viery well see 1y Ciar |-._|||.._-._| over o the
siche of the reod because U “dumgster
diving.” I'm amazed ar what people
throw away.”

e soimee cocastons, Jesse doesn't
even have wo leave her elient's howse o
find what she needs. "Some of my
cliens simply hire me for a "rearrange-
ment.” You certainly don't have 1o buy
e thimgs o achieve o differene ook,
Bummaging through a clients atic and

Ferment, 've often found exactly whis

we needed. The piece just craved a little
lowwe amed attention, which con be
schieved through paint, a new seat
cover, different knobs or o lampshade,”

After Jesse has all the components
of the project set, she makes sure that
the whole space is pulled rogether.
“Thase fimal details are whar give the
room 2 polished look,” she said, S0§
course, | always remember thar each
rom his o carry thiroughout the entire
himsse s well.®

An artist and an alfruist
Juesse also works as communications
specialist for the Cayuga County Office
of Towrism three days a week, leaving
the other four days for her to foos on
her design work. This armangement
works out well, sccording o Jesse, who
is am sctive volunteer, She can maintain



Jesse bovel the sumbest eonter il checker.
Bl frame om this umiiqee dinfmg room wble,
Prode ey Bet Cubota

a steady income to pay the bills, and sill
have time for community work, such as
organizing public art projecrs and pro-
vidling event décor services for mot-for-
prosfit organizations. Jesse also serves on
the steering comminee for IGHMITE, a
presip of youmg professionals who mise
funeds for commnity improvement peoj-
ects ard plan F'l.'l.ll':l."h.‘f\-llll'lill -.i-;"m'l.-.'i*inl:l:l.l
workshops and trainings. 1 enjoy the
chance 1o give back and meet new peo-
ple,” she said,

The future looks bright
{(and colorful)

Jesae i looking forward to working
o mowre challengang amd unigque prog-
ects, The magority of her experiences
lave been in residentil desipn, bt dhe
is hioparg eo o more commercind proj
ecrE * e had a fuin thime -.:I-.'-ll:su_' wirichow
displays and small business redo’s, but
'm eraving than funky ¢lub or lounge
environment,” she sd.

Jemmee el also like to explone a
relatiwmship with o retil venuse to sell
items. e been ‘refabhing' et picces
of furniiture with all kinds nr'p,lp_-r pr wl-
ucts like wallpaper, contact paper and
wrapping paper,” she said, “Then | @
them up moee with 30 objects like
gliass bemdds. I'm also redoinge vincaze
l.ll.'li|'l:\. ad 1|.1:|!-:1|1|; r'unlw, |'-i]||.~m-. I'd like
e think these picces woubd sell if dhey
were in the rght market.”

Whether it be an old lamp, a pillow
or an entire oo, with the Jese Kline
towachy, anvthing that was once |'||.|i|1 ar

o ||n:|rg,' will m:‘-:ch' mewer be so agairn,

The curtaing i Jeme's ,'l.:r.'- T re el from vineape eies, Mol by Beth Cuke
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